
MASSACHUSETTS 01720

ACTON HISTORICAL COMMISSION

1 0-29-08

To: Membersof the Boardof Selectmen

RE: 2008 Community Preservation Act Funding Grants - Narrative overview of funding requests

The Historical Commission is seeking funding from the CPA for the following projects

Overview

1. Preparation of National Register of Historic Places nominations for

a. Morrison Farm buildings and landscape

b. North Acton Cemetery

c. Mt. Hope Cemetery

d. Woodlawn Cemetery

2. Preparation of Mass. Historical Commission Area Form for 50 Mass. Aye, aka. Wright Holden

Farmhouse and farmlands

3. Joint HC and HDC request for schematic design phase work on 17 Woodbury Lane, aka.
Vallaincourt house for conversion into file and document storage for Town Hall.



Detailed Narrative

1. National Register Nominations

a. Morrison Farm: Recently the Morrison Farm was deemed eligible for NR listing by the
Mass Historical Commission. Adding it to the National Register will give it the recognition it
deserves, increase the protection on the property via Mass Historical review of future
adjacent projects, and allow for Federal grants and tax credits for restoration of the
buildings.

b-d. Cemeteries: Our preservation consultant has prepared NR eligibility statements for the
three cemeteries in town (see attachments). As above, NR listing adds additional protection
to adjacent developments (North Acton), and allows access to grants and monies for
restoration and maintenance.

2. MHC Area form for 50 Mass Aye, aka. Wright Holden Farmlands

This is the abandoned farmhouse near the Concord line on Rte. 2. The farmhouse itself is
already listed on the State Register, but the surrounding lands are not. In 2006 The Heritage
Landscape inventory by the DCR (aka. Reconnaissance Survey) listed the lands as a
significant historical landscape. With the new protections given to the DOC lands by Pam
Resor and others, as well as the increased lease given to the Town of Acton for the School
Street Fields (part of the historical landscape), it seems more important than ever to list the
lands on the state register to assist in planning a long term solution to the farmhouse and the
landscape.

3. 17 Woodbury La, aka. The Vallaincourt House

This is a joint effort between the Historical Commission, and the Historic District
Commission. The property is actually inside the Center Historic District, but both
Commissions have been active over the years in seeking re-use of the structure. Previously
we had thought meeting rooms made the most sense, however Dean Charter recently
suggested that the best use would be storage over flow for Town Hall. This makes a lot of
sense, both for Town Hall, but also for 17 Woodbury in that it would allow us to remove a fair
portion of the building, return the structure to a more period appearance, and open the site
up as a green space to offset the hardscape. Both the HC and HDC feel very strongly that
the building is an important buffer to the village character of Woodbury Lane, and the
building should be retained. A storage facility would require far less (if any ADA) upgrades,
no septic, far less energy to run (Dean has recommended a minimal heat and
dehumidification system be included), and provide an important function for Town Hall and
the neighborhood as well. It seems to be a win-win situation, and we would like to act on it
ASAP.

We are requesting monies to hire an Architect to design the selective demolitions and
repairs to reduce the building back to a more historical footprint. We would like to see some
site planning on the remainder of the site to integrate the structure with the TH complex. This



would be Schematic Design and professional construction cost estimate only. There would
be neighborhood design review meetings included. Please refer to the attached Scope of
Services kindly prepared by a local architect to represent fair market value for this work. We
will be able to leverage the As-Built info as prepared in the 1996 reuse report, so this will
save cost.

The idea is after this work is complete; we can come back to the CPC with a proposal for
Construction Documents Phase and Construction monies.

Summary of requested monies

1. Cemetery NR Nomination papers: $28,000

(fair market assessment by outside consultant attached)

la. Morrison Farm NR nomination papers: $4,000 to $6,000 (estimate)

(fair market assessment by outside consultant not recieved)

2. Wright Holden Farmlands Area Form: $600 to $800 (estimate)

(fair market assessment by outside consultant not recieved)

3. 17 Woodbury Lane Design and Cost Estimating $12,500 (estimate)

(fair market assessment by outside consultant attached)

Total monies requested from CPC $47,500

(progress estimate)

Respectfully submitted,

Peter Grover

HC Chair



MassachusettsHistorical Commission Community: Acton
MassachusettsArchives Building at Columbia Point Property Address: 160-175Central Street
220Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, Massachusetts02125

Area Form No. 803

National Registerof Historic PlacesCriteria Statement

Checkall that apply:

~ Individually eligible Eligible ~j~jyin ahistoric district

— Contributing to a — Potential historic district
potentialhistoric district

Criteria:XA B XC D

Criteria Considerations: A B C X D E F G

Statementof Significanceby: Dianne L. Siergiej
Thecriteria that arecheckedin the abovesectionsmustbejustifiedhere.

MountHope Cemetery, the newestof threemunicipally-ownedcemeteriesin Acton, is awell-preserved
exampleof asimple,Victorianburialgroundthat illustratesevolving conceptsof funeraryfrom the
middle of the nineteenththroughthe beginningof the twenty-firstcentury. It retainsintegrity of location,
design,materials,worlunanship,feeling andassociation.The cemeteryisarchitecturallyand historically
significanton alocal level andmeetsNationalRegisterCriteria A andC with Criterion Consideration D
for its strongassociationswith the historyand developmentof WestActon Village andasawell-preserved
Victorian NewEnglandburialgroundwith avarietyof marble andgranitemarkers andmonuments,
includingcurbed family plots, elaborateCivil War eramonuments,obelisks,andareceivingtomb,
characteristic ofits periods. Also on site is a small, frame, gable-roofedbuilding with fieldstone
foundation, chimney and porch base,Constructedby the town in 1908 at the behestandexpenseof
George C. Wright of WestActon who intendedto provide a chapel, it was apparently used asan office
and storehouse.

Mount HopeCemeteryis the placeof internment for many prominent residentsof WestActon including
membersof theMead Family, which operateda producebusinessanderectedelaboratehousesin West
Acton and the Hall Family which ran a sawmill and wood product factory that produced pails, butter
molds,chorusandother implementsand ownedhouseson Windsor Avenue.
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NATIONAL.REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

GENERAL ASSESSMENT OF ART WORK Describe materials used, designs, motifs, symbols that are eithe
coninon or unusual, known carvers.

~bunt Hope Cemeteryis a simple Victorian burial ground with a variety of granite markers
and rronumentstypical of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. These range from simple
headstones,simply decoratedwith fleur-de--lis, chaf:fsof wheat, liflies, andother floral
mtifs, to elaborateCivil War era nxnuirents andearly twentieth century obelisks. Family
plots are cam~n. The gravesare sited within a grid of paths transversingthe gently

undulating landscape. A stonewall andsimple iron gatesrun acrossthe Central Street
side of the site. The property is plantedwith scatteredevergreensandmaples. Near the
back of the site is ~nall clapboard-cladchapelbuilt in 1908.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain religious affiliations, major period of use and evaluate
historical importance of burial ground within the comunity.

Mount Hope is a town property associated with the history Of West Acton. It is Acton’s
third oldest burying ground.(see Woodlawn andFores$t 6~teries). At Town Meeting in
Nzveniberof 1847, a ccm-nittee was establishedfor the purpose of finding a satisfactory
location for a cemeteryconvenient to West Acton village. Camiittee rn~nbersincluded:
Benjamin Hapgood, Bradley Stone, and PhineasHarrington. In 1848 two acreswere purchased
from JohnHapgood, and the balanceof the land from Daniel Wetherbee. The first burial
was Boxa K. Howard, d.Feb. 18, 1848, aged 36. The stone cutter was PeterTeriny Saxton.
Meny prominent,membersof the West Acton ccrrmunity are buried here, including the Meacls,
Halls, and Davises.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

Phalen, History of the Town of Acton Fletcher, Acton in History.

8/85
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Peter R. Grover

From: CommonColl~aol.com
Sent: Monday, October27, 2008 9:16PM
To: Peter R. Grover

Subject: Materials for Proposed NR Nominations for Acton Cemeteries
Attachments: Acton-N Acton Cern Form E 074.pdf; Acton-N Acton Cern NR Elig Stm 076.pdf

Peter:

North Acton Cemetery/Forest Cemetery on Carlisle Street and Mount Hope Cemetery on Central Street were
inventoried in 1990, but National Register Eligibility Statements were not completed for either. I have prepared
one for each of these burial grounds. Although the inventory Form E’s are available at the Planning Office, I have
scanned them. I will e-mail each of them as well as the NR Eligibility Statements I prepared as pdf files. That
should give you the historical information and justification you need to present to the Board of Selectmen and
CPC.

I have also prepared an NR Eligibility Statement for Woodlawn Cemetery and am at work on the Inventory Form E
for Woodlawn Cemetery which I hope to finish it by the end of the day or tomorrow. I shall e-mail the NR Eligibility
Statement today and the Inventory Form E for Woodlawn Cemetery tomorrow.

I have also modified a sample scope of services for the preparation of a NR Nomination for North
Acton Cemetery/Forest Cemetery on Carlisle Road. The same scope of services can by used for Mount Hope
Cemetery on Central Street and Woodlawn Cemetery on Concord Road. Format for that file is MS Word.

The cost estimates for the preparation of the NR Nominations are:

North Acton Cemetery $4,000

Mount Hope Cemetery $10,000

Woodlawn Cemetery $14,000

I shall forward the materials referenced in separate, attached files to e-mail. I have been finding that large zip

files have been returned by recipients servers.

Attached here are the pdf files of the Inventory Form E for North Acton/Forest Cemetery and the NR Eligibility

Statement.

Other e-rnails will immediately follow.

Let me know if you need anything else.

Dianne

Dianne L. Siergiej
110 Osgood Street
North Andover MA 01845

Tel: 978/682-5088
Fax: 978/682-5088 after a call first to notify that the fax is coming
E-mail: CommonColl@aol.com

10/29/2008
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ARCHITECTS, LLC
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October 27, 2008

Peter Grover
The Classic Group, Inc
420 Bedford Street
Lexington, MA 02420

Dear Mr. Grover,
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(k~~~’/ ~ _,.~

N 7

We are pleased to submit this architectural services proposal for the
Adaptive Reuse of the Vallaincourt House at I 7 Woodbury Lane, Acton,
MA. Our scope of services shall be as follows:

Preparation of As-Built, Existing Condition Drawings, Floor Plans and
Building Elevations shall be prepared by others and provided to Design
Associates in a dwg. format prior to any further work, outlined below
being commenced.

• Pre-Design Meeting with Dean Charter, Director of Municipal Services,
for program requirements.

It is presumed that the Town ofActon shall provide a full information
regarding the requirements for the project, including a full Site Survey in
a dwg. format.

Preparation of Site Plan for Proposed Project
The Site Plan shall be prepared by others and provided to Design
Associates in a dwg. format

• Historical Research at Acton Historical Commission

• Historical Consultation with Anne Forbes, Architectural Historian

Preparation of Town of Acton Zoning Analysis

• Massachusetts State Building Code Research

Architectural Access Board Regulation Review

Preparation of Schematic Design Studies, 3 Options minimum, with
Proposed Floor Plans and Building Elevations

Schematic Design Meeting with Dean Charter, Director of Municipal
Services

• Preparation of Final Schematic Design, Floor Plans and Building
Elevations, including Demolition



• Final Schematic Design Meeting with Dean Charter, Director of

Municipal Services

• Preparation of Preliminary Cost Estimate by A. M. Fogarty Associates

We propose to provide the aforementioned work for an architectural fee
of $12,500 plus reimbursable expenses. Reimbursable expenses are in
addition to compensation for Basic and Additional Services and include
expenses incurred by the Architect and Architect’s staff in the interest of
the Project.

Sin cerely,

Christopher L Dalimus AlA

Via electronic transmission only

CLD/mmp: Acton CPC Proposal



What You Needto Know about Listing on the National Register

TheNationalRegisteris the nation’sofficial list of buildings,
districts, sites,structures,andobjectsimportantin American
history, culture,architecture,or archaeology.The National
Registerprogramis administeredthrough the Massachu-
settsHistoricalCommissionon behalfof theNationalPark
Service.

Nominationsarebasedon comprehensivelocal inventories
of culturalresources.Inventoriesaregenerallycompiledon
a communitywidebasisby local historicalcommissionsand
recordbasicinformation aboutthehistoric, architectural,
andarchaeologicalsignificanceof individualpropertiesand
districtsin a community. Thecompletedinventoryallows
preservationdecisionsto bemadewithin a consistentcon-
text, and identifiespropertiesthatare eligible for listing in
theNationalRegister.

1. How do I get my property listed in the National
Register?

Contactyour local historical commissionor theMHC to
determinewhetheran inventoryform hasbeenpreparedfor
your propertyor if anyadditional informationis required;
askyour local historical commissionto forward their recom-
mendationto theMHC regardingyour property’seligibility
for the NationalRegister.The MHC staffwill thenevaluate
your propertyto determinewhetherit meetsthecriteria for
listing in theNationalRegistereither individuallyor as part
of a NationalRegisterDistrict.

TheMHC staffevaluationteammeetsregularlyto evalu-
atepropertiesfor theNationalRegister. Theobject of the
evaluationis to determinewhetherthepropertymeetsthe
criteria for listing. Decisionsare basedon MHC’s knowl-
edgeof the resourceand its integrity, and an understanding
of thesignificanceof the resourcewithin its context. The
inventoryservesas thebasis for all evaluationdecisions.
Whentheevaluationteamdoesnothavesufficientinforma-
tion to rendera decision,additional information maybe
requested.WhenNationalRegisterdistrictsare being evalu-
ated,MHC staffmay makea sitevisit prior to completing
the evaluation.

If your propertyis eligible, the MHC will sendyou a nomi-
nation form andaninstructionmanual.You maywishto
work with the local historical commissionin completingthe
nominationor seektheassistanceof a professionalpreserva-
tion consultant.

MHC staffwill reviewyour nominationsubmissionfor
completenessandmay requestadditionalinformation.
Whencomplete,thenominationwill be editedandpro-
cessedby MHC staff, who will presentit to theStateReview
Board of theMassachusettsHistorical Commissionat one
of its quarterlyNationalRegistermeetings.

TheStateReviewBoardwill review thenominationandvote
whetheror not to nominatethepropertyto theNational
Registerof Historic Places.After beingvotedeligible, the
nominationwill then be forwardedto theNationalPark
Servicein Washington,D.C., for listing in the National
Registerof Historic Places.

2. ‘Whatare the benefitsofbeing listed in the Na-
tional Register?

Recognition:The NationalRegisterrecognizesthesignifi-
canceof a propertyto the community,state,and/ornation.

Tax Incentives:NationalRegisterlisting allows the owners
of income-producingpropertiescertain federaltax incen-
tives for substantialrehabilitationaccordingto standardsset
by theDepartmentof Interior.

Protection:NationalRegisterpropertiesare affordedlimited
protectionfrom adverseeffectsof federallyassistedprojects;
and,throughautomaticinclusionin the StateRegisterof
Historic Places,limited protectionfrom stateactions.

Criteria for Listing

Thecriteriafor listing in theNationalRegisterare:

a) associationwith eventsthathavemadea significant
contributionto thebroad patternsof our history;

b) associationwith the lives of personssignificantin our
past;

c) embodimentof distinctivecharacteristicsof a type,
period, or methodof construction,or that represent
a significantanddistinguishableentitywhosecompo-
nentsmay lack individualdistinction; or

d) likelihood of yielding informationsignificantin his-
tory or prehistory.

Propertiesmustmeetat leastoneof theabovecriteria to
beeligible for listing in the NationalRegister. (over)



KnowHow #3

Grants: Inclusionin theStateRegisterof Historic Places,
which comesautomaticallywith NationalRegisterlisting,
provideseligibility for matchingstategrantsfor restoration
of propertiesownedby privatenonprofitorganizationsand
municipalities,whensuchgrantsareavailable.

3. Will National Register listing restrict the use of
myproperty?

Listing in the NationalRegisterin no way interfereswith a
propertyowner’sright to alter, manage,or sell theproperty
whenusingprivatefunds,unlesssomeotherregionaland/or
local ordinanceor policy is in effect. If you usestateor
federalfundsto alteryour property,or needstateor federal
permits,thealterationwill be reviewedby theMHC staff.
Local fundingandpermittingdo not triggerMHC review.

4. What is aNationalRegister District?

Propertiesmay be nominatedto theNationalRegistereither
individually or, if theyare locatedwithin areascontaining
othersignificantproperties,asdistricts. A NationalRegister
District may includeanynumberof properties.The benefits
andprotectionsaffordedby listing are the same.

5. Canmy property be listed in the National Regis-
ter if my community’s inventory is not compre-
hensive?

Yes, in somecases.Thereare threeexceptionsto MHC’s
policy not to considerpropertiesfor theNationalRegisterin
communitieswithout comprehensiveinventory.

If you candemonstratethat:

1) you, asthe ownerof income-producingproperty,are
planningto do certified rehabilitationwork andneed
NationalRegisterstatusin order to use thefederal
investmenttax credits;

2) your propertyis in imminentdangerof destruction;or

3) your propertyis of demonstratedstateor national
significance,

you may then submita letter to MHC requestinga National
Registerevaluationfor your property,statingwhy you want
to havethepropertylisted. However,you shouldnote that
without comprehensiveinventory information,theeligibil-
ity of propertiesis difficult to establish.You will probably
needto conductsupplementalinventorywork to providea
contextfor evaluatingthesignificanceof your property.

6. If my houseis listed in the National Register,are

grant monies available for rehabilitation work?

Unfortunately,at present,theMHC doesnot administer
federalor staterehabilitationfunds for privatehomeown-
ers. Stategrantmonies,whenavailable,areawardedonly to
propertiesownedby municipalitiesandnon-profitorganiza-
tions. Federaltaxcreditsare availablefor substantialreha-
bilitation of income-producingandcommercialproperties.

7. Can I object to having my property listed in the
National Register?

Yes. Onceyou receivenoticethatyour propertyis being
consideredfor listing in theNationalRegisterby the State
ReviewBoard,you maysubmita notarizedletterof objection
to MHC. If your propertyis within a proposedNational
Registerdistrict, you will be invited to a public meetingin
your community,prior to theStateReview Boardmeeting,at
whichMHC staffwill beavailableto answerquestionsabout
the listing. If your propertyis within a proposedNational
Registerdistrict, a majorityof propertyowners(morethan
50%) mustsubmitnotarizedobjectionsin orderto prevent
listing. If a majorityof propertyownersdo not object,the
nominationmaymoveforward andthe propertiesfor which
thereare objectionswill remainin the nominateddistrict. If
a majorityof ownersdo object,theNationalParkServicemay
still formally determinetheproperty(ies)eligible for listing,
althoughactuallisting will notoccur.

8. Where do I go for assistancein preparing a Na-
tional Registerapplication?

Your local historical commission,local historical society,
and library canprovideuseful resourcematerial.Professional
preservationconsultantscan assistyou or your local histori-
cal commissionwith completionof the NationalRegister
nominationform.Also, whenfunds are available,matching
SurveyandPlanninggrantsareawardedannuallythrough
MHC to fund professionalNationalRegisterwork. For
more information,contactthe MHC.

William FrancisGalvin
Secretaryof theCommonwealth

Chairman,lvlassachuserrsHistorical Cornmission
MassachusettsArchk’es BUilding, 220 Morrisscv Boulevard,Boston, MA 021 25

Phone: (617) 727-8470 Fax: (617) 727-5128
‘~X’cbsitc:ww\v.scc.stare.ma.us/rnhc

Know How #3 has been financed in part with Federal funds from the National Park
Service, U. S. Department of the Interior. However, the contents and opinions do
not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the Department of the Interior.

This program receives Federal funds from the National Park Service. The U. S.
Department of the Inferior prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color,
national origin, age, gender, or handicap in its Federally assisted programs. If you
believe you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility
as described above, or if you desire further information, please write to:

Office for Equal Opportunity, U. S. Department of the Interior
1849 C Street NW, Room 1324, Washington, D. C. 20240


